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Pursuant to the DENR Administrative Order 2009-09 Standard Design and Specification of Signs,
Buildings, Facilities and other Infrastructures that may be Installed and/or Constructed within
Protected Areas, BMB Technical Bulletin No. 2016-03 Standard and Climate Resilient Design of
Protected Area Information Center and Signs and Markers, and in fulfillment of the country's
commitments as Contracting Party to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, consistent with its
Guidance on Signs for Ramsar Sites 2017, this Technical Bulletin is hereby issued for the guidance
of all concerned.

Section 1. Objective. This Technical Bulletin aims to provide field implementers with the standard
designs and specifications, including the materials to be used, for markers and signs for Ramsar
Sites to ensure uniformity as well as increase visibility of the existence and importance of Ramsar
Sites-

Section 2. Scope and Coverage. This Bulletin shall apply to all Philippine Ramsar Sites or those
wetlands which were already included in the Ramsar List of Wetlands of International Importance
(Ramsar List).

Section 3. Standard Design and Specifications of Ramsar Site Marker and Signs.

3.1. A Ramsar Site shall be identified by a marker installed at the vicinity of the office of the
management body responsible for the site. Additionally, signs shall be installed at strategic places
along the entrance to the Ramsar Site, at observation areas or points of interest within the Ramsar
Site and at exhibit sites within the Protected Area or for tourism purposes.

For Ramsar Sites which are within national protected areas (NIPAS area), markers/signs could be
placed at the vicinity of the Protected Area Management Office or at the visitor entrance of the
Protected Area.

For Ramsar Sites which are locally-managed, markers/signs could be placed at the vicinity of the
office of the concerned local government unit (Provincial, Municipal or City Hall) or at the visitor
entrance of the Ramsar Site.
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3.2.Ramsar Site marker and signs shall have the following common elements:

a)Wetland Name. The name of the Ramsar Site listed in the Ramsar List.

b)Ramsar Site Number. The identification number provided by the Ramsar Secretariat upon
listing.

c)Rationale and date of designation. The format and texts should be as stated below:

The   (name of wetland)is designated as a Wetland of International Importance under the
Ramsar Convention on Wetlands on  (date of designation)to promote the conservation and
sustainable use of wetlands globally.

d)Name and contact information of responsible entity.  This include the address, contact
numbers, and e-mail address of the responsible agency or management authority. A QR
code and other social media contacts (such as web address, facebook, twitter, or instagram)
may be included, if available.

e)Ramsar logo. This should conform with the specifications for the Ramsar Convention logo
based on the Ramsar Logo and Brand Guidelines 2017 downloadable from:
https://www.ram sar.org/resources/logo-library.

f)Implementor logos. As much as possible, logos of all agencies which compose the
management authority for the Ramsar Site should be included. At the minimum, the DENR
logo, and the logo/s of the largest implementing local government unit/s (provincial or

municipal/city) should be shown.

g)Logo of the responsible management body or entity (e.g. Protected Area Management

Board [PAMB] logo), if available.

3.3.The design of Ramsar Site marker and signs will have four types, with standard specifications,

as follows:



Details of the design of the types of Ramsar Site marker and signs are illustrated in Annexes A

and B

3.4.Construction materials to be used shall conform with DAO 2009-09. Parts of the marker/sign
shall be made up of the following materials:

-Panel or board: any durable, long-lasting material such as concrete, metal, wood, polyvinyl

chloride or acrylic glass
-Stand or pole: concrete, wood or stainless steel
-Ink/Paint: sustainable, environment-friendly variant

3.5.Depending on the substrate at the installation site, a 90-cm high concrete foundation may also
be constructed to support the Ramsar Site marker/sign. Optionally, the base of the poles may be
separately lodged inside two concrete foundations of maximum 30-cm height.

Section 4. Installation of Ramsar Site Markers and Signs.

4.1.Within two years upon declaration of the Ramsar Site, a marker and any or all of the three
types of Ramsar Site signs, as applicable, shall be installed.

4.2.The general considerations under Section 4 of DAO 2009-09 and BMB TB 2016-03 shall
guide the installation of the Ramsar Site marker and signs.

4.3.All stakeholders should be consulted on the location of the installation site. Considerations on
management zoning, visitor appreciation, exposure to hazards and low-impact should also be
applied.

4.4.The Protected Area Superintendent (PASu) or PENRO/CENRO concerned shall conduct an
inspection of the proposed installation site and submit a recommendation to the DENR Regional
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Executive Director (RED). The location of the installation site should be agreed upon through a
PAMB Resolution, if within a NIPAS area, or through a Resolution/s of the concerned
management body, if outside a NIPAS area.

4.6.The PENRO/CENRO/PASu concerned shall conduct the installation of the marker and signs
at designated sites within the Ramsar Site.

4.7.Upon installation, a ceremonial launching may be held in the area, preferably, to coincide
with the World/National Wetlands Day celebration.

Section 5. Assessment and Maintenance.

5.1.The PENRO/CENRO/PASu concerned shall assess every two (2) years the state of wear-and-
tear of the installed markers/signs to ensure their maintenance. For structures which have been
damaged by natural disasters, the assessment shall be conducted immediately upon occurrence of
the disaster.

5.2.Based on the assessment, the PENRO/CENRO/ PASu concerned shall submit a periodic
report with recommendations to respective DENR RED, with copy submitted to the Director of
the Biodiversity Management Bureau.

Section 6. Existing Ramsar Site markers/signs. The PENRO/CENRO/PASu concerned shall
ensure that existing Ramsar Site markers/signs conform with the standard design and
specifications as stipulated herein.

Section 7. Budgetary Allocation. The DENR Regional Office concerned should ensure that
budget is allocated in their Work and Financial Plan for the installation, maintenance and/or repair
of all Ramsar Site markers and signs. Additional funds may be sourced from other partners and /
or funding institutions.
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