






PASA FORM No. 1 
 

PROTECTED AREA SUITABILITY ASSESSMENT (PASA) 
(ON SITE OBSERVATION) 

 
Name of Proposed Protected Area: 
________________________________________________________ 
 
Location of Study Site/s: ___________________________________________________ 
 
Study Site No.:  
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of Assessment/s: 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
General Instruction: Please describe all relevant information and indicate 
such information in a map, if possible, together with geo-tagged photos. 
 
1. General Information 
 

1.1 Geographic location and accessibility 
 

1.2 Geographic features such as elevation, terrain, slope 
 

1.3 Climatic conditions to include current and projected climate, monthly 
and annual averages of rainfall and temperature, extreme rains and 
temperatures, droughts, typhoons, etc. 

 
1.4 Vulnerability of ecosystems and communities to both natural and 

man-made disasters (location of risk/disaster prone areas – 
typhoons, extreme rains/temperatures, floods, landslides, droughts, 
fault lines, volcanic eruptions, habitats of vulnerable species) 

 

1.5 Current and projected land uses in areas within and adjacent to the 

proposed protected area indicating their location and extent; major drivers 

of land use/land cover change; development programs (e.g. 

infrastructure/road construction/rehabilitation, dam, geothermal, port/pier, 

etc.) 
 

1.6 Socio-cultural Profile including demography (sex-disaggregated  data on 

population trend and projection, in-migration and out-migration, drivers 

of population growth), stakeholders, ethnography, indigenous knowledge 

and practices 
 

1.7 Economic Profile to include major economic activities, income sources 

and types of livelihood, natural resource-use profile, etc., of men and 

women. 
 



1.8 Potential for ecotourism/tourism. Describe profile of visitors, activities 

they engage within the proposed protected area and classify visitors 

whether local or foreign (include sex-disaggregated data). 
 

2. Bio-physical Features: 

  

2.1 Geological – description of rock formations, springs, volcanic craters, 
sand dunes, coral reefs, deep valleys, river channels, waterfalls, 
beaches, coasts, coves, bays, islands, caves, cliffs, lakes, ponds, 

 

2.2 Hydrologic – description of river system, lakes, surface water sources, 

water uses, groundwater, etc. 

 

2.3 Vegetative cover, ecosystem and habitat types specifying as well extent to 

which those areas  have been protected from or have not been subject to 

human induced change   

 

2.4 Land-uses including natural and man-made disturbances, drivers of major 

land use/land cover change 

 

2.5 Important flora and fauna noting those of special interest, value, and 

conservation status (critically endangered, endangered and vulnerable) 

 

2.6 Important feeding, nesting, rest area, and/or breeding sites of animals 

 

2.7 Other relevant information as may be available 

 

3. Socio-Cultural Features 

 

3.1 Indicate socio-cultural features specifying if any, name of the group, 

approximate population and area occupied.  

 

3.2. Description of cultural practices, beliefs and traditions with emphasis on 

the use of natural resources. 

 

3.3 Existing land-use patterns within or adjacent to the proposed protected 

area, indicating location and extent. 

 

 Land Uses  Location   Approx. Area (Ha) 

        

Agricultural         

Commercial 

Residential 

Infrastructure 

Industrial 

Others (specify)    

 

3.4 Social services, e.g., hospitals/health centers, schools, local government 

centers, police station, fire station, military detachments, 

telecommunication facilities, etc. 



 

4. Institutional Features 

 

4.1 Stakeholder activities or projects within or adjacent to the protected area 

(POs, NGOs, LGUs, academe, etc.) 

 

5. Economic Features 

 

5.1 Distribution of economic activities (e.g. agriculture, forestry and fishing, 

construction, other services activities, etc.) within or adjacent to the 

protected area. 

 

 

 

     Prepared by: 

 

  

___________________________ 

   

  

___________________________ 

 

  

___________________________ 

 

  

___________________________ 

  Team Members 

 

 

Attested by: 

 

 

 _________________________ 

  CENRO/PENRO 

   
 



PASA FORM No. 2 
 

PROTECTED AREA SUITABILITY ASSESSMENT (PASA) 
(KEY INFORMANT INTERVIEW) 

 
Name of Proposed Protected Area : ____________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Interview (Optional) : _________________________________________________________ 
 
Address of Key Informant (Brgy., Mun., Prov., Reg.) : _________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Date of Interview :  
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
The following are the guide questions for the Interviews.  Follow-up questions may 
be asked by the interviewers to elucidate responses from the Key Informants.      
 
1. Natural Features 
 

1.1 What are the geological features in the proposed protected area (e.g., 
rock formations, springs, volcanic craters, sand dunes, coral reefs, 
deep valleys, river channels, waterfalls, beaches, coasts, coves, bays, 
islands, caves, cliffs, lakes, ponds, etc.)? 

 
1.2 How are these natural features used and recognized by communities 

(local and indigenous peoples)? by local government units? by other 
agencies? 

 
1.3 What are the threats to these natural features?  Are there 

interventions to these threats? What are these interventions? by 
whom? 

    
2. Biological Features 
 

2.1 What are the major or dominant species of wild flora observed by the 
key informants in the proposed protected area? What are their 
importance to the KI? 

 
2.2 What are the major or dominant species of wild fauna observed by 

the key informants in the proposed protected area? What are their 
importance to the KI? 

 
2.3 Are there important feeding, nesting, resting, or breeding sites in the 

proposed protected area? Where are these located? What are the 
threats and interventions made to these sites and by whom?  

 
  



3. Socio-Cultural and Economic Features 
 

3.1 Are there local communities in the proposed protected area? Where 
are the local communities located relative to the proposed protected 
areas?  What are their traditional practices in the area? What are their 
sources of livelihood? 

 
3.2 Are there indigenous people present in the proposed area? What 

ethnic groups do they belong? Where are they located relative to the 
proposed protected areas?  What are their traditional practices in the 
area (location of burial grounds, sacred areas, hunting grounds)? 
What are their sources of livelihood? 

 
3.3 What is the governance mechanism observed by the communities and 

indigenous peoples in the proposed area? 
 

3.4 What are the perceived threats of the proposed protected area to the 
local communities? to the indigenous people? 

 
3.5 What are the issues and concerns/problems encountered by the local 

communities and indigenous in the proposed protected area?    
 

4. Economic Development Features (may be applicable only to KI from local 
government units and other local offices of other national government 
agencies, academe and other relevant institutions). 

 
4.1 What are the current and future development plans and programs 

within the proposed protected area? Provide details on the type of 
development activities and area of coverage.   
 

 



PASA FORM No. 3 
 

PROTECTED AREA SUITABILITY ASSESSMENT (PASA) 
(SUMMARY SHEET) 

 
Name of Proposed Protected Area: _________________________________________________    
Date of Assessment: ____________________________ 

 
 

CRITERIA PARAMETERS 
WEIGHT 

(%) 

 
ACTUAL 
RATING 

(%) 

 
REMARKS 

IRREPLACEABILITY: Presence 
of restricted range and 
congregatory species 

  
30 

  

VULNERABILITY: Presence of 
globally threatened species 

indicate what are the 
globally threatened 
species 

25 
  

SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
IMPORTANCE: Value of area in 
terms of recreational, 
educational, traditional use, 
heritage, and other sustainable 
uses. 

ecosystems services: 
1.ecotourism/recreational 
value (4%), 2. water(4%), 
3. carbon(4%), 4. 
heritage/traditional (4%), 
and 5. hazard 
mitigation(4%) 

20 

  

NATURALNESS:  Intact natural 
cover such as forest, 
mangroves, seagrass beds and 
corals. 

% of area coverage; 
condition 

10 

  

UNIQUENESS: Presence of 
important cultural, geological 
and aesthetic features that 
support biodiversity. 

  

10 

  

ABUNDANCE: High 
concentration of species of 
flora and fauna in the site. 

  
5 

  

 
Accomplished By: ___________________________   Team Members:  
              
             __________________________ 

            
                __________________________ 
           

           __________________________ 
          
           __________________________ 

           
           __________________________  



 
  
Attested By: 
 
 ______________________________________ 
   CENRO/PENRO 
 
 
 Concurred By: 
 
 _______________________________________ 
        DENR Regional Director             



Annex A 

CATEGORY 

CRITERIA 

SALIENT FEATURES 
Naturalness Abundance Uniqueness Vulnerability Irreplaceability 

Socio-
Economic 

Importance 

Strict Nature 
Reserve 

/ / / / / / 
Undisturbed state 

Natural Park 

/ / / / / / 

Relatively large area capable of sustaining 
ecological processes and ecoystem services 
(e.g. nature recreation, water production, 
carbon sequestration, hazard mitigation) 

Wildlife 
Sanctuary 

/ / / 
Habitat of species or group of species of 
priority management concerns 

Natural 
Monument 

/ 
Relatively small area with unique cultural or 
geologic value 

Natural Biotic 
Area 

/ / 

Presence of IPs and other local communities 
living in harmony with their environment 
practicing their culture and traditions 

Protected 
Landscape 
and/or 
Seascape 

/ / 

Harmonious interaction of human and 
nature 


