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ST]BJECT : INTORMATION ON TIIE COLLECTION AI\D
CONTROL OF TIIE POPT]LATION OF CHII\TESE
SOFTSHELL TURTLES (Pelodiscus sinensk), AI\
INVASM ALmN SPECfES, IN ALL AFTECTEI)
REGIONS

The Chinese softshell turtle is an invasive alien specie5t (IAS). Based on recent
reports, it appears that Chinese softshell turtles have proliferated in certain wetland
and other areas of the country, including those devoted to aquaculture. The species is
abundant in Pampanga (based on reports from DENR Region3 and other sources) and
has likely established populations in Rizal, Bulacan, Lagunq Nueva Ecija and
Mindoro (E. Sy et.al. 2004). The overpopulation of Chinese softshell turtles poses a
potentially significant threat to Philippine endernic and indigenous fish and aquatic
animals as well as to local fishponds and fishery operations.

The introduction2 of Chinese softshell turtles to wetland and other areas of the
country is unauthorized illegal and punishable with imprisonment of up to eight (8)
years or a fine of up to P5,000,000.00, or both.' Consequently, all Chinese softshell
turtles found in the wild shall be ipsofacto forfeited in favor of the govemment.a

Wildlife regulations do not prohibit the collection from the wild of Chinese
softshell turtles for purposes of ensuring that populations of these species do not
exceed ecological limits to the detriment of Philippine wildlife as well as local
livelihood and industries. When supported by technical and scientific advice from the
Regional Wildlife Management Committee (RWMC)5, the DENR Regional Executive
Director may allow Filipino citizens, or corporations, partrerships, cooperatives or
associations, 600/o of the capital of which is owned by Filipinos, to collect Chinese
softshell turtles for direct export purposes.6

1 Invasive alie,n species (IAS) re organisms that are spread outside their natual distribution and become a threat
to native ecosystems and biodiversity. They can be plants, animals, frmgi or microorgmisms that are introduced by
transport or human activity, thrive and over time out-corpete native species in the region or rca where they are
intro&ctd. Most IAS grow rryidly, are good dispersers, and are highly adaptable to a wide range of conditions.
2 

"Bringing species into the wild that is outside its natural habitat.* Wildlife Act" Section 5(p).

3 wildlife Act, Sections 21 (d) ad 28.

4 wildlife Act, sectiotr 28.

5 Joint Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of the Wildlife Act, Rules 6.1 aod 6.3.

6 Joint Implementing Rules and Regulations (IRR) of the Wildlife Act, Rule 18.2.



Existing rules and regulations apply to the disposition of Chinese softshell
hrtles under the custody of DENR Wildlife Rescue Centers (WRCs).2 Given that the
Chinese softshell turtle is an invasive alien species, the disposition is to be limited to
direct export, euthanasia, and donation to non-profit charitable organizations for use
as food, as deemed fit based on assessment by proper health authorities.

Holders of previously issued wildlife permits or certificates for the collection
and/or possession of Chinese sofuhell turtle is to be subject to the sticter monitoring
and reporting requirements.

Special attention is to be given in the identification of Chinese softshell turtle to
en$rre that no indigenous species of turtles are affected or collected. An identification
guide as well as photographs for comparison of the Chinese sofuhell turtle with other
soft-shelled furtle species are attached hereof for reference.

This Technical Bulletin is issued and circulated for the information and
guidance of all concerned.

nh - iln--
TI{ERESA MT]I\IDITA S. LIM

Director

7 Please refer to DENR Admidstrative Order No. 97-17 "Establistring the Disposition Progmm for Confiscated
and Donated Witdlife in the Custody of DENR Wildlife Rescue Centers and Similar DENR Facilities and
Providing Guidelines Therefor" (Apil 29, lD7).
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(A & B ) Chinese soft-shelled turtle, Pelodiscus sinensis
(C & D) Malayan soft-shelled turtle, Doganio subplano
(E & F) Cantor's giant soft-shelled turtle, Pelochelys cantorii


