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SUBJECT: 	 GUIDELINES IN THE INTEGRATION OF RAINFORESTATION 
FARMING STRATEGY IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF OPEN AND 
DENUDED AREAS WITHIN PROTECTED AREAS AND OTHER 
APPROPRIATE FOREST LANDS. 

Pursuant to the provisions of Executive Order No. 192 and in line with our commitment 
to the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, the Llhl Framework Convention on Climate 
Change, the UN Convention to Combat Desertification and the United Nations Forum on 
Forests, and to the principle of Sustainable Forest Management, the following guidelines 
for the integration of rainforestation farming strategy in the development of open areas 
and denuded forests to promote biodiversity conservation and sustainable development 
in protected areas and other appropriate forest lands are hereby promulgated: 

Section 1. 	 Basic Policy 

It is the policy of the State that the management and rehabilitation of 
protected areas and other forest lands shall be undertaken primarily to 
restore forests to approximate their original structure and functions, and 
conserve the biological diversity therein. 

Section 2. 	 Rationale 

There has been some degree of success in the restoration of these areas 
by assisting the natural process of ecological succession. Ecological 
succession is a progressive change in species composition and forest 
structure caused by natural processes over time'. It can be described in 
terms of plant community changes, referred to as plant succession. An 
area where the tropical rainforest vegetation has been removed will have 
their natural tendency to revert back to forest cover. In general, 
depending on the level of degradation, this process will involve the 
replacement of annuals, which have a relatively short life cycle by 
perennials and pioneer or gap species, which have longer life cycle; 
.finally these are replaced by climax-based tree species2. 

The Rainforestation farming strategy shall be employed as an approach 
in restoring the original vegetation stand and at the same time promoting 

' International Tropical Timber Organiztion, 2002. Guidelines for the Restoration, Management and 
Rehabilitation of Degraded and Secondary Tropical Forests - ITTO, Yokohama, Japan 

Sajise, Percy. Working with Nature: Technical and Social Dimensions of Assisted Natural Regeneration. 
RAP Publication 2003119. Advancing Assisted Natural Regeneration (ANR) in Asia and the Pacific. FAO- 
UN. Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific. Bangkok, 2003. 

Grow a Treefor Legacy 



and conserving the biological diversity in the area by facilitating the 
natural process of succession. 

Section 3. Objectives 

The principal objective of rainforestation farming strategy is to restore, 
manage and rehabilitate degraded and secondary forest in protected 
areas and other appropriate forest lands. 

Specifically, this Strategy aims to: 

1) To restore the original vegetation stand and the corresponding 
ecosystem functions of degraded forests; 

2) To promote and conserve biological diversity in the area; 
3) To form a buffer-zone around primary forest; 
4) To promote hydrologic integrity and biotic functions; and 
5 )  To improve incomes and well-being of upland farmers. 

Section 4. Definition of Terms 

4.1 Rainforestation farming - is a concept in forest restoration, wherein 
only indigenous and endemic tree species are used as planting 
materials which include but not limited to dipterocarp species, 
premium tree species, etc. It is a kind of reforestation whose aim is to 
preserve biodiversity and expand Philippine forests and 
simultaneously sustain human food production. 

4.2 Endemic species - refer to plants with distribution restricted only in 
the Philippines. 

4.3 Pioneer species - refers to species to planted prior to the introduction 
of the indigenous tree species consistent with process involved in the 
ecological succession. 

4.4 Indigenous forest tree species - refer to all forest tree species native 
to a particular area or region. 

4.5 Premium tree species - tree species, the wood of which has special 
characteristics, such as strength, durability, beauty, scarcity and rarity 
or is used for special purpose (see list of species in DAO 78, Series of 
1 987). 

1) Dipterocarps - refer to all species belongiug to family 
Dipterocarpaceae. 

4.6 Agroforesrty crops - refer to all agricultural crops (cash crops, annual 
crops, semi-perennial crops) inter-planted with forestry species. 








