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DENR ADMINSITRATIVE ORDER 
NO. 2010 * 03 

FEB 1 2 2p10 

SUBJECT : IMPLEMENTING RULES AND REGULATIONS OF REPUBLIC 
ACT NO. 9237 OR "THE MOUNT APO PROTECTED AREA 
(MAI'A) AC'I' OF 2003" 

Pursuant to Section 28 of RA'No.9237, otherwise known as the MAI'A Act of 2003, this 
Administrative Order setting forth the rules and regulations governing the implementation of the 
Act is hereby promulgated. 

SECTION 1. Basic Policy - Considering the Mt. Apo's aesthetic, economic, cultural 
and ecological inlportance and its ~nliquebiological resources, it  is hereby declared the policy oi' 
the State to secure its protected and conservation and those of the indigenous peoples and 
communities residi~lgtherein as well as their culture and way of life. I n  so doing, the State shall: 
(a) ensure the protection and conservation of biodiversity in Mt. Apo through sustainable and 
participatory development; (b) advance. respect, and protect the customs and interests of its 
legitimate inhabitants, migrants, and indigenous peoples alike; and (c) foster partnership among 
government, non-government organizations, and peoples organizations. Such mandate shall be 
pursued in accordance with RA No. 7586 or the NIPAS Act of 1992, RA No. 8371 or the 
Indigenous People's Rights Act (IPRA) of 1997 and other related laws and international 
conventioll to which the Philippines is a signatory. 

'I'he protection, conservation, and development of Mt. Apo as a protected &ea shall be 
considered as a priority thrust of the State and shall be integrated in the short and long-term 
development plans of the DENR, the concer~lednational agencies, LGUs and other institutions 
and the provision of appropriate resources for its management. 

SECTION 2. Objectives - The purpose of this Order is to provide the processes by 
which the Departnlent of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) through the Mt. Apo 
Natural Park Managenle~itBoard (MANI'MB), the colicerned Local Government Units (LGUs), 
Indigenous Cultural Cominunities/lndige~lous Peoples (ICCIIPs), Non-Government 
Organizations (NGOs), and other concerned institutions and agencies shall follow in 
administering and managing the MANP and its adjoining buffer zones. 

SECTION 3. Definition of Terms - Under this Order, the following terms shall be 
defined as follows: 

(a) Ancestral DomainlAncestral Lands - refer to all areas generally belonging to 
Indigenous Cultural Con~munitiesIIndigenousPeoples (ICCsIIPs), subject to properly or 
prior rights within the ancestral domains already existing and vested upon the effectivity 
of Republic Act No. 8371 or the Indigenous People's Rights Act (IPRA) of 1997, 
comprising lands, inland waters, and natural resources therein held under a claim of 
ownership, occupied or possessed by ICCs I IPS, by themselves or though their 
ancestors, communally or individually since time immemorial, continuously to the 
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present except when interrupted by war, force inajeure or displacement by force, deceit, 
stealth, or as a consequence of government projects or any other voluntary dealings 
entered into by gc)vernment and private individunls/corporations, and which are necessary 
to ensure their economic, social and cultural welfare. It shall include ancestral lands, 
forests, pasture, residential, agricultural, and other lands individually owned whether 
alienable and disposable or otherwise, hunting grounds, burial grounds, worship areas, 
bodies of water, nlineral and other natural resources, and lands which may no longer be 
exclusively occupied by ICCsIIPs but from which they traditionally had access to for 
their subsistence and traditional activities, particularly the home ranges of ICCsIIPs who 
are still nomadic andlor shifting cultivators; 

Uiodiversity - refers to the.variety and variability among all living organisms and the 
ecological colnplex in which I.hcy occur; 

Buffer Zones - refer to areas outside the MANP but immediately adjoining it that are 
established by the Act which need special development and control to provide an extra 
layer of protection around MANP where restrictions may apply as well as provide a 
strong social fence to prevent filrlher encroachment into MANP; 

By-products - relkr to ally part taken from wild species such as hides, antlers, feathers, 
flu., teeth, claws, internal organs, eggs, roots, trunk, branches, leaves, stems, flowers, 
bark, including their derivatives srlch as blood, oils, rcsins, gunl, scetl, spores, pollen, 
honcy. beeswax. ancl t l~c like; 

Gal-lying capacity - refers lo the maximum population of a particular organism that a 
given ellvirolllnellt can support without detrimental erfects; 

Collectio~i or collecting - refers to the act of gathering or harvesting wild flora and fauna 
species and its by-products or derivatives; 

Commercial facilities - refer to the conduct of business by natural or juridical persons 
with the purpose of securing an econonlic or resource surplus not needed for immediate 
st~bsislence; 

Community Rcsorrrce Managcmcnt I'lan (CRNII') - rel'ers to the plan of holder of the 
l'rotected Area Community Based Resource Management Agreement (PACBRMA) on 
how to manage and benefit from the resources in the Commiulity Based Program area on 
a sustaillable basis; 

Conservatiol~ - refers to the optimum iltilization and management of natural resources in 
order to meet the needs and aspirations of the present and the future; 

Ecosyste~l~ - refers to the comn~unily of plants and animals, their physical environment, 
and the interactiolls between them; 

Environmental Impact Assess~ne~it - refers to the process of identifying, predicting and 
evaluating the changes or impacts as a consequence of operational procedures, projects, 
programs, policies and legislative. It interprets and communicates the information about 
those impacts and proposes measures for their management; 

Exotic species - refers to species or subspecies which do not naturally occur within the 
country or within the biogeographic region of the Philippines in which the protected area 
is situated; 
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Management Board and shnl l be incorporated in the annual work and financial plan 
of the DENR. 17unding for 111e i~nplementation of other activilies may be sourcetl 
out from other institiltions and agencies. 

The Office of MANP Superintendent in coordination with the LGUs, NGOs, 1'0s. 
IPS and other concerned institutions shall be directly responsible for the 
implementation of the Management Plan uncler the supervision and guidance of the 
Management Board and the DENR through the Regional Executive Director of 
Region XI. The implemenlation of activities other than those provided in the 
Managcmc~lt I'la~l such as c~lli)rccnlc~lt, logistical support a~ltl assistance should bc 
in coordinalion with the DENR field offices. 

6.8 The Mallagenlent Plan shall be presented to LGUs having territorial jurisdiction 
over the MANI', local communities and other stakeholders for the purpose of' 
soliciting their endorsement and support on its i~nplementation. 'I'he Management 
Plan shall be incorporated in the MunicipalICily development plan of every locality 
to provide for a parallel development efforts between MANI' Management Board 
and the Local Governments. The LGU representatives to the MANP Management 
Board shall ensure that local ordinances and programs awecting MANP are 
consistent will1 RA 9237 ant1 tlie Management Plan as Ilereirl provided. 

6.9 'I'he MANI' Monagenlcnt I'lan sllall covcr a pcriorl ol' liSleen (1 5) years subject to 
review every iive (5) years by the MANP Management Board. l'he outline of tlie 
Management Plan is shown in Annex "C". 

Two (2) years before the expiration of the Management Plan, there shall be a successor 
plan to be prepared and sub~niltccl by lhc Ollice oS tllc MANI' Supcrinlendent in the same 
manner as the procedure and principles herein set forth and in accordance ~vith the General 
Management Planning Strategy as provided in the NIPAS Act. In the same period, the Office of 
the MANP Superintendent shall cause the publication of notices for comments and suggestions 
on tlie proposed Management Plan in a newspaper of  local circulation, official wcbsite of the 
DENR Regional Office and in any other for~ns of communications and the actual posting of such 
notices in conspicuous places within the local government ill~its in the MANP. The Management 
Plan shall be made available for public perusal in all agencies, offices, and organizations duly 
represented in the MANP Management Board. 

In the event that no subsequent plan is adopted i~pon the expiration of the Management 
Plan, the latter shall remain in force subject to interin1 modifications that may be adopted by the 
MANP Managellle~lt Board. 

SECTION 7. The MANP Management Board. There shall be a Protected Area 
Management Board for the MANP to be created and shall be known as the MANP Management 
Board. The Management Board shall be fully accountable for any action or any untoward 
incidence within the protected area. The MANP Management Board shall serve as the highest 
policy-making body of the MANP. It shall be composed of the following: 

a) The Regional Executive Director (RED) of DENR Region XI who shall sit as 
Chairperson of tlie MANP Managenlent Board; 

b) The RED of DENR Region XI1 or hislher duly designated permanent 
representative; 
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SECTION 26. Appropriation - The Secretary of the DENR shall include in its program 
the implementation of RA 9237 and this Order, the funding of which shall be charged against the 
MAOAF pursuant to Section 19 hereof and from the appropriations authorized under the Annual 
General Appropriations Act (GAA). The budget for MANP shall be included in the Annual 
Work and Financial Plan of the DENR Region XI and DENR Region XI1 comprising of the 
salaries, wages and benefits of the MANP staff as provided hereof, operations of the 
Management Board, MANP Superintendent's Office, and other expenditures that are necessary 
to implement the Act and this Order. 

SECTION 27. Statutory Construction - The provisions of the Act shall be construed 
liberally in favor of tenured migrants and indigenous cultural communities and with due 
consideration of the prior property rights of the stakeholders, to RA 71 60 (local Government 
Code). RA 7586 (NIPAS Act), RA 8371 (IPRA) and RA 8550 (Philippine Fisheries Code) and 
other existing environmental laws and their corresponding rules and regulations not inconsistent 
hereto shall have suppletory effect in the implementation of the Act and this Order. 

SECTION 28. Amendment - This Order may be amended wholly or in part by the 
DENR Secretary through public notification and in consultation with the MANP Management 
Board. 

SECTION. Repealing Clause - This Order repeals, modifies or amends accordingly all 
previous orders, memoranda, circulars, and other issuances inconsistent herewith. 

SECTION 30. Separability Clause - If any part or section of this Administrative Order 
is declared unconstitutional, such declaration shall not affect the other parts or sections hereof. 

SECTION 31, Effectivity - This Order shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its 
publication in the Office of the National Administrative Register and in newspaper of general 
circulation. 

I - -- - 

'B D~AZGZEZEENT 
AND NATUR4L RESOURCES 

Secret 
To l l W Ill llll Illlll lllll Y l lllll llY ll lllll lllll Ill1 Ill1 

SENR025848 

Publication: t?alayb 
February 24, 2010 

Acknowledgement: ONAR, U.P. l a w  Center 
February 25, 2010 












