IL g da9. (1 FAa) fdanddi D& o Ll i

FFICE OF THE OIC MRC =R M) 5 TEELUG B, 14 ZU5N
MALACANANG
MANTLA

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 578

ESTABLISHING THE I;IAT_ICIN.M POLICY ON BIOLOGICAL D '
PRESCRIBING ITS IMPLEMENTATION mRﬂLIGHﬂI:ﬁRsm
COUNTRY, PARTICULARLY IN THE SULU SULAWESI MARINE

BCOSYSTEM AND THE VERDE ISLAND PASSA
CORRTOR GE MARINE

IWH‘EREAE* blologica) diversity, also referred to as blodiversity, Is
essentsal to sustain all life and is a foundation of a =sound environment that Is
necessary for human well-being and sustainable development:

. WHEREAS, the Phllippines, as one of elghteen (1B) mega-tlodiversity
~ouritries that collecttvely make up two-thirds of the earth’s biological diversity, Is
imnensely rich in both terrestrial and marine blodiversity;

~ WHEREAS, the Pnliippines is also known as one of the blodiversity
aotspots whera blolngical diversity is under constant Ureat due to unsustainable
msdhrce use practices, overexplofation, population pressure, poverty and other
1aQtors;

\HﬂEREAS, the 1987 Constitution pruvides In Section 16 of Article IT that
The State shall protect and advance the right of the people to 2 balanced and
naatthvful ecology In accord with the riythm and harmony of nature;

WHEREAS, Republic Act (RA) No. 7586, atherwise known as the National
Integrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) Act of 1992, RA No. 9147, otherwise
referred to as the Wildiife Resources Conservation and Protection Act, RA No,
1072, otherwlse ‘referred to as the Natonal Caves and Cave Resources
Managament and Protection Act, and RA No. 8550, otherwise known as the
[ hilippine Fisheries Code of 1998 mandate the state o protect and conserve
iolpgical diversity;

‘ WHEREAS, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources
(NENR), Its partner institutions and cvil sodety have developed the National
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (NBSAP) in 1997 and Its iteration In 2002
<ntitfed "Philppine Biodiversity Conservation Priority-Sething Program”;

. WHEREAS, Executive Order (EQ) No. 533, issued in June 2006, adopted
the Integrated Coastal Management (ICM) as a nationa! strategy for sustalnable
cevelopment of marine and coastal resources;
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WHBREAS there are many efforts throughout the country by !ocal
com%unlﬂas, avil soclety organizations, and the private sector tn conserve,
pmﬁg:t and sustalnably use biodiversity;

Wt \:

}i WHEREAS ‘the Philippines is a party to various muMtilateral environmental

agréements with the alm of conserving and sustainably using biological diversity,

' mdri ing the Unlited Nations (UN) Conwvention on Biological Diversity, the -
"Cartisgena Protocol on Blosafety, .the Convention on Migratory Specles of Wild
Anirﬁals, the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES)

of Wild Fauna and Flora, the Convention on Wetlands, and t'l'te UNESCO World

Herltage Convention, among others; . .

" | WHEREAS, the Philippines Is a party to the UN Convention on the Law of

"the 5ea and.the Basel Convention, and Is a member of the International Maritime
Organization, as well as a party o varlous !nbematlonal ‘agreements on marine

poiltion;

'l "WHEREAS, the Philippines s a signatory to the Memorandum of
Undamtandlng on the Conservation and Management of Marine Turtles and their
Habr,taw of the Indian Ocean and South-East Asia (IOSEA), has adopted the

sindlile Development Strategy for the Seas of East Asla (SDS-EAS), and Is a

er of the Partnerships in Environmental ‘Management for the Seas of East .
Asua I(pEMSEA), T

1' WHEREAS, the Sulu Sulawesi Marine Ecoregion (SSME) ls situated at the
ape "of the coral triangle, which Is recognized as having the highest coral
diversity in.the world, and is_fointly managed by the Philippines, Malaysla and

. Indopesla under a Memorandum of Understanding signed In 2004 and in
_acmgl*danoe with the SSME Conservation Plan; .
WHEREAS the Verde Island Passage Madne Corridor, within the SSME
and !nsi‘de Phlllppine territory covering the provinces of Batangas, Mindoro
Occ:dental ‘Mindoro Qriental, Marindugue and Romblon, has bean identified by
'_sderiﬂsts as the Center of the Center of Marine Shorefish Diversity in the world;

. WHEREAS there is a need tO establish, in accordance with law, the
Natsdnai Policy on Biological Diversity, . and prescribe Its lmp!F:mentation
throughout the country, particulary in the Verde Istand Passage Marine Corrldor,
and all Phl!lpplne berribory widlln the SSME

Now THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL- Annovo President of
the ﬁspgg!c of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested In me by law, do
nere ers .
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SECTION 1. Policy of the State on Blological Diversity. In

acoordance with law, It IS the policy of the state to protect, conserve, and
sustalnably use blological diversity to ensure and secure the well-being of
prasent and future generations of Fiipinos. This state poliky extends to all the
components of biodiversity - ecosystems, spedes and genes.

i

| The Departments of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Tourlsm
(DOT), Stlence 2hd Technology (DOST), Agriculture (DA), Health (DOH), Energy
(DOE), Traosportation and Communlcations (DOTC), Foreign Affalrs (DFA),
Trade and Industry (DTT), National Defense (DND), and Intenor and Local
‘Govimment (DILG), the National Economic Development Autharity (NEDA), and
all coneamed government agendies and offices and local government units shall
Integrate and mainstream the protection, conservation and sustalnable use of
blolsgical diversity Into thelr policies, rules and regulations, programs, projects
and gevelopmant planning process,

i Al government agencies, Including local government units, shall
formylate and submit to DENR, for monitoring compllance, their respactive
blolagleal diversity programs, The DENR shall provide technical assistance to all

mn@m'ed agencles.

. SEC. 2. Role of the Private Sector and Civil Soclety, Recognizing
that‘the protection, conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity Is 3 shared
resppnsibllity among all secters, the DENR and all concemed government
agencles and offices shall actively engage and coilaborate with the private
soctor, cvil soclety, and local communities so that biological diversity goals are
incotporated  In  their respective programs and actvities, Including
Institutionalizing blodiversity conservation as a principal corporate environmental

ensibllity, Public participation in protection, conservation and sustainable use
a s, especially at the local level, shall be encouraged to maximize
conservation and community benefits.

- | .SEC. 3. Guidelines on Critical Habitats and Key Blodlversity
Areas. To implement twe state poticy on biological diversity, the DENR shall, in
accordance with law and subjedt to public consultations, develop and promulgate
rules, and requlations for the ectablishment of critical habitats within key
hiadiversity areas which are known to harbor habitats and ecosystems critical for
the survival of threatened, restricted-range, and congregatory species, and
provide the guicelines for thelr management and protection. Blodversity Impact
assegsment shall be integrated into the Environmental Impact Assessment and
he Ernwironmental Risk Assessment: Processes, teking Into  consideration
guidelines adopted under the Unlted Nations Convention on Blologlcal Diversity.
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SUCh rules, requiations ang gulﬁeﬂnﬁ- shall be lssyed within s fro
effectivity of this Order. TRV o e

.- SEC. 4. The Presidential Commission for the Integrated

Coriservation and Developmant for the Sulu Celebes Seas, The DENR, as
Chalrman of the Presidential Commission for the Imtegrated Conservation and
Developmant of the Sulu Celebes Seas created in 1997 by Procdamation No.
1028, otherwise referred to as the Commission, Is hereby Instructed to
iImmediately undertake the following tusks, viz: (1) review and update the SSME
consérvation plan; (2) create end organize an Ad Hoc Task Force on Verde
[sland Passage o ensure the protection, conservation and sustainable use of
biological diversity fn the Verde Island Passage Marine Corridor; and, (3) Identify
wthey maring biodiversity corridors within the SSME that require umgent altention
and formuiare appropnate conservation and management strategies.

. The Task Foree, which Is to he composed of DENR, DOT, DOST, DA, DOH,
DOE,- DOTC, DOFA, D11, DND, DILG, NEDA ard all joal government units shall
formulate the Verde Island Passage Management Plan in consultation with
stakpholders, the private sector, cvll socety and local communities and shall
submit the ssme to the Commission for approval. In the preparation of the plan,
‘he Task Force shall take Into account existing efforts to prolect marne
hodiversity, {mplement integrated Coastal Management, and conduct disaster
risk Bssessment and management In the Verde Island passage Marine Comidor.
The Commission shall ensure that the Plan Is completed within 120 days from
the éffectivity of this Order.

:f SEC. 5. Funding., Starting 2008 and thereafler, the funding
requiremagnts shall be Included in the General Appropriations Bill to be subritted
tu Congress,

| Al member-departments of the PC-ICDSCS and the TF-VIP are under
coligation to fully support the activiles by way of enmering Into appropriate
agregments, as well as shoring financial and technical resources, among others,
1 Support the Implementation of the SSME Conservation Plan.

' SEC. 6. Regenl. All executive orders, niles and regulations and other
(sSUaNCes or parts thereof, which are Inconsistent with this Executive Order, are
aereby revoked, amended,_ or modified accordingly,

SEC. 7. Separabilify. — Any portion or provision of this Executive Order
ihat ‘'maybe daciared unconstitutional shall net have the effect of nullifying Its
| het portions or provisions, as leng as such remalning portions can stiil be ghven

e'-_'r_'f*ﬂ.

-----
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' Section 8. Effectivity. ~ This Executive Order shall take effect fifteen
(15) days after Its pub!lmhon ina nadonai newspaper of general circulation,

DONE In the City of Manlla, this 8th day of Hovember in. the year

ofc%furtord Wo'!'?wusandandsu

By the Presldent

ED!JA R, ERM!TA_
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