Dct. 21, 1991

DENR ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER )

NO. 55 :
Seres of 19 }
SUBJECT: DECLARING DUGONG OR SEA COW {Dugongdugon) AS

FROTECTED MARINE MAMMAL OF THE PHILIPPINES

Pursuant 1o Executive Order 192, and in cognizance of the inlanis and purposes
of Section 1 of ACT V| of the Canvertion on Infemational Trade of Endangered Spacies
{CITES) agreement and in the inlerest of protecling and preserving endangered species,
the following are hereby promulgated with regard 1o Dugong or Sea Cow (Dugongdugon):

Section t. Haslke Policy. It is hereby declared thal Dugong or Sea Cow (Dugong
dugon) is a protected manneg mammal of the Philippines.  As such, the kiling or taking
of such species for whatever purposes, except for scientific research, and the destruction
or disturbance of its habitat, is hereby prohibiled.

Section 2. [Hegal Acts. Any person who shall hont, kill, wound or take away.
possess, transport andfor dispese of Dugong or Sea Cow, dead or alive, ts meal or
any of s by-products in viclalion of the provisions of this Order shall be punished by
imprsonment ftom sk {6) months 1o four (4} yaars or a fine from  Five Hundred Pesos
{P500.00) to Five Thousand (P5.000.00) or both upon sound discretion of 1he Coud,
pursuant to Section 38 (d) of PD 704 of the Philippine Fisheries Code.

FURTHERMURE, the vessals/carmier, gears, tooks, equipment and oliher paraphemalia
used in the commssion of the prohibited acls and offenses including the catch thereof,
as instrument and procseds of the offense, shall be conliscated in favar of the government
pursuant o the pertinent provisions of DENR Administrative Crder No. 36, series of 1991,
entitied "Guidelines Goveming the Confiscation, Seizure and Dispostion of Wi Flora
and Fauna lllegaly Collected, Gathered, Acquired, Transported, and imported Inciuding
Paraphernalia” and the Revised Penal Code.

Section 2. Disposition of Conflacated Species. Confiscated species of Dugong
ot Sea cow, orany of ils by-products shall be forteited in favor of the DENR for disposition
to any research institition as determined by the DEMNR pursuant fo Section 8 of
DENR  Administralive Order No. 38, seres of 1991,

Section 4. Implemeanting DENR Unit. The Prtected Areas and Widlife Burequ
(PAWBE) through the Pawikan Conservation Project (PCFP) shall lead the implementation
of 1his Ordet. It shalf generate funds and implement 2 national program for the
conservation and protection of the country's remaining Dugong or Ssa Cow population
and shall also coardinale wilh other concemadagencies likewise involved inthe conservation
and managemen of the couninds manne resources,

The Offices of the Undersecrstary for Erwironment and Research and the
Undersecretary for Figld Operations Lhrough their respective bureaus and reqional offices
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sondl st BEAWH N the reinforcers. -0t provisions of this Order.

[osnivit Thes Order shall tak - =cact ifeen (T5) d=ves  after publication in
WhLeelE L GAreral T otaion

B FULGERTIO S, FACTORAN, JR.
Secrelar,
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