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Philippine Rise Marine Resource Reserve
Biodiversity Resource Profile

The Philippine Rise is a vast underwater plateau measuring 34 million hectares, 
averaging about 3,000 to 5,000 meters deep. It exhibits a massive deep sea 
formation of basalt (a common volcanic rock) larger in area than the entire 
Luzon island. Although a generally barren region with depths unexplored, its 
shallowest portion, a 17,000 hectare spur at 30-70 meter depths called the 
Benham Bank, is bustling with life.

To date, over 200 species have been found and documented in the Benham 
Bank1 with certain portions covered completely in corals, some in meadows 
seaweeds (Caulerpa sp.), it serves as a refuge and nursery for commercial 
fishes, such as mackerel, marlin, and bluefin tuna; a natural and national 
treasure for our fisheries resources.

DENR’s Initiatives on the PH Rise
For years, the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, thru the 
Biodiversity Management Bureau, and in coordination and full support with 
relevant agencies have made efforts in pushing for its protection, sustainable 
use, and management. Below is the timeline of initiatives for PH Rise.

1	 “Benham Bank Expedition 2016,” DOST-BFAR-UP and Oceana Philippines

2016

1.	 Philippine Rise (Benham Bank) internationally recognized, declared, and adopted by 
the Parties of Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) as Ecologically and Biologically 
Significant Marine Area (EBSA)

2.	 Development of PH Rise Management Framework
3.	 Drafting of Executive Issuance for PH Rise protection and conservation

2017
1.	 Conduct of inter-agency policy dialogues
2.	 Finalization of PH Rise Management Framework
3.	 Planning for the 3rd Scientific Expedition

2018

1.	 Conduct of the “SECURE PH Rise Expedition”
2.	 Proclamation of portion of PH Rise as Marine Resource Reserve under the NIPAS Act
3.	 Formation of PRMRR Protected Area Management Board
4.	 Formation of Technical Working Group for the Research and Development Agenda in 

PRMRR

2019
1.	 Continuation of SECURE PH Rise Expedition
2.	 Development of the PH Rise Management Plan, and Strategic Communication Plan
3.	 Conduct of Stakeholders Consultations, in partnership with BFAR



Presidential Proclamation No. 489 declares a portion of the Philippine Rise 
situated within the exclusive economic zone of the Philippine Sea, as protected 
area under the category of Resource Reserve as defined under Republic Act 
No. 7586, or the National Integrated Protected Areas System Act of 1992, as 
amended by Republic Act 11038, or the Expanded NIPAS Act.

Salient points of the said presidential proclamation are as follows:

Recommendations
In working towards Philippine Rise becoming a fully fledged/operational MPA, 
the following are essential steps to be conducted:

a.	 Finalization and adoption of its management plan, followed by its 
implementation; and
b.	 Institutionalization of the PRMRR PAMB, in accordance with the 
ENIPAS Act and its Implementing Rules and Regulations.

	– 	Given the offshore nature of the PRMRR, maintain open 
		  communication channels and continuous collaboration and 
		  coordination between agencies involved in research, 
		  managament, and enforcement in the area for increased 
		  efficiency of monitoring activities.

	– Continuous support and conduct of in-depth research to 
		  support protection and conservation objectives, and ensure 
			  the sustainability of marine resources.

	– Educate future generations on the merits of protecting, and 
		  conserving the pristine environment in the Philippine Rise.

Total area of 352,390 
hectares

Strict Protection Zone
49,684 hectares

Special Fisheries Management 
Area co-management w/ BFAR

Strong collaboration among 
national agencies

Priority area for 
offshore research
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